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The national Ukrainian revolution of 1917 – 1921, which is an 
integral part of the Russian revolution, is a phenomenon that has been 
systematically studied for several decades. The soviet historiography, the 
one elaborated by the immigrant Ukrainian historians and the recent 
Ukrainian historiography contributed to the construction of a coherent 
picture of the events related to the establishment of a state meant to 
comprise all Ukrainians together. In spite of the thousands of scientific 
works regarding that period, the regional aspects of the matter have been 
studied significantly less than, for instance, the activity of the central 
authorities or the ethno-political, military and cultural processes unfolded at 
the national level.  
 The 1917 Revolution created the necessary conditions for the 
numerous peoples from the former Empire of the Romanovs to fulfil their 
political and cultural aspirations. After the creation of the Temporary 
Government, the political and social life of the country unfolded not only in 
the direction of forming the new bodies of the power, of developing the 
activity of the political parties or of intensifying the revolutionary 
movement within the army but, equally, through the ethnic communities 
which wished for a solution for their political, religious and educational 
problems, in a direction meant to consolidate the national identity. The 
study of this aspect of the revolution represents a separate and important 
scientific task, given the fact that the Ukrainian historiography lacks a 
synthetic work dedicated to the situation of the ethnic communities during 
the Ukrainian revolution, at the time when the Central Rada was active. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 One of the sources of primary importance is the periodic press. The 
“Iujnye Vedomosti” newspaper in Simferopol was a social-political 
publication which reflected the liberal visions of the Russian political 
environment, especially those of the “cadets” party (constitutional 
democrats – I.N.). This periodical represents a source of primary importance 
in the study of the social and political life of the ethnic groups living in the 
Tavria guberniya during the Russian revolution. Starting with March 15, 
1917, the newspaper published regularly information about the peoples in 
the region, provided data regarding the manner in which they were 
organised, the appearance and development of the parties with ethnic 
specificity, of cultural and religious formations, of educational, professional 
and youth organisations, etc. An important event for the public life of the 
region was the election for the city dumas, which took place in July-August 
1917 followed by the election for the Constituent Assembly of Russia in 
November 1917 which was reflected in detail by the above mentioned 
publication.   
 One of the criteria of evaluating the active participation of the ethnic 
communities in the social and political life of Tavria guberniya might be the 
frequency of their appearance on the pages of the local press. From this 
point of view, the Ukrainians, the Tartars from Crimea and the Jews were 
the leaders. Each of these ethnic groups appears on the pages of the “Iujnye 
Vedomosti” newspaper more than 100 times, fact which also reflects their 
proportion in the structure of the population of the Tavria guberniya. A 
notable exception from this perspective is the Russian community who 
became aware of the necessity of creating national societies only in the 
second half of 1917.  The second group included the Armenians, the Greeks, 
the Krymchaks, the Karaims/Karaites, the Germans and the Poles on which 
we have half the number of articles. Finally, the third group includes the 
Russians, the Bulgarians, the Estonians, the Serbians, the Lithuanians, the 
Romanians and the Gypsies, whose activity on the national ground being 
reflected 10 times less than the ethnic groups of the first category. 
 The revolutionary transformations in the social and political life of 
the Tavria guberniya and the activity of the ethnic communities were tightly 
connected because, on the one hand, the new government was making 
different rules of political game as compared to those in the tsarist regime; 
they provisioned for free expression of national identity. On the other hand, 
the active participation of the national institutions, which were numerous in 
the social life of the region, was influencing the creation of democratic 
conditions for the fulfilling of the aspirations of each and every people.  



 

 From the whole spectrum of the political requests, one should notice 
that except for the Poles, starting with April, and the Ukrainians and the 
Tartars, starting with the second half of 1917, who were openly expressing 
their wish to create/recreate the autonomous or fully independent national 
state, the rest of the peoples limited the intentions to representation in the 
structures of the local self governance. For the small minorities, such as the 
Krymchaks, the Karaims/Karaites, the Bulgarians, the Estonians or the 
Serbians, the participation to the public life of the region limited to the 
creation of educational societies, the opening of primary schools where 
teaching was done in their native tongue, or the obtaining of full religious 
freedom. 
 
 


