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As if torn from the urban context of the age, the house at 103 

Domnească Street at the corner with Zimbrului Street, as it appeared in the 
archives of the age would stand alone through size and functionality, 
intriguing, as it still does today, the community through its unusual presence 
among the boyar houses. 

As compared to the other houses built on one level only and used as 
living quarters, the building had two floors and served a twofold function: 
pub or store on the ground floor (the Sale Deed in 1914 stipulates that the 
shelves and the two counters of the ground floor store were sold along with 
the building itself) and living quarters on the upper floors. It was erected in 
this area to serve the population from this part of the fully expanding town. 

The assumption that this building was constructed at the end of the 
19th century, between 1893 and 1899, is based, on the one hand, on the 
presence of the elements of urban and stylistic order specific to that era, and, 
on the other hand, on the existence of convincing documents. 

From a stylistic point of view, the real estate belongs to the eclectic 
urban style, with vernacular elements, one of them being the little window 
on the western façade. 

During the interwar period, the building had multiple owners, the 
last two, Elise Feldman, a merchant, who sold the house in 1930 to Solomon 
Goldenberg Munteanu, a doctor, being Jews. Very little is known about 
them, because they did not have Romanian citizenship and did not lead an 
intense life within their community. 

In 1938 the real estate becomes the headquarters for the 21st Infantry 
Division Military Court, the Military Prosecutor’s Office, Instruction 
Cabinets I-IV, the Prosecution Chamber 

During the post-war period and after the instauration of the 
communist regime, the real estate on Domnească Street, which was renamed 
Republicii Street in 1948, becomes the property of the state regaining the 
same functions that it had been originally built for, i.e. pub or store on the 



 
 
 

 

ground floor, this time under the management of some state-owned 
companies, and living quarters rented to the “working people” upstairs. 

In the 20th century, the building underwent a number of 
interventions: on the one hand, due to the major earthquakes in 1940 and 
1977, and on the other, due to the tenants’ actions, be they individuals or 
legal entities, between 1950 and 2002; thus, from an edifice built in an 
eclectic style, the building has turned into an exhibit of the modernist style, 
cubist in nature 

Even if it is not a historic monument, the building is an integral part 
of the architectural and historic coherence of the end of the 19th century, the 
beginning of the 20th century, of “Domnească Street” Urban Assembly, 
which is a historic monument. 
 


